


December means short days, night rides, a brand new year planner for the 
office wall and our 70th issue rolling out of the door. 
 The brief lull that occurs between the end of the holidays and the 
beginning of the non-specific mid-winter festivities also known as 
‘Christmas’, is the point at which we like to sit back at our desks, sip a 
meditative cup of tea and ponder what it is that we’ve liked and loathed 
about this year in particular.  As ever, once we started the ‘…and do you 
remember when/that/the…!’ discourse across the office, the good-time 
stories came flooding back and the shortlists we ended up with weren’t 
exactly, well, short...
 Still, after much deliberation we’ve whittled it down to a couple of pages 
each. On any given day here at Singletrack you’ll find a properly random 
assortment of bikes in the bike shed and we’ve covered every conceivable 
niche in the magazine and website this year, from fat-tyred, wavy-barred 
freaks to pedallable enduro race bikes and everything in between. We’re 
a varied bunch, with an equally varied assortment of opinions and tastes 
and what you see on the following pages is what made 2011 shine for the 
Singletrack staff. 
 Here are our Editors’ Choice picks of what we loved the most about this 
year’s bikes, products and riding…



CHIPPS’ 
2011 EDITORS’ CHOICE

I started 2011 off by training for the 
12 Hours of Exposure in May, which 
involved a lot of riding. Much of it was 
off road and, combined with the super 
dry spring, I got some great rides in. 

 My 12-hour ride at Newcastleton 
went well; I came away from the race 
with 15th place in the Vets category and 
an admiration for long distance racers.

 The riding year for me then went into 
a slow decline of travel, press launches 
and deadlines. Many of my choices stem 
back to those long springtime days and 
evenings in the saddle, with a couple 
looking forward to the winter.

BIKES OF THE YEAR:
Trek Top Fuel 8.9
This is Trek’s off the shelf race bike. In 
completely stock form it really is ready 
to go and win stuff. With a mainly XT 
groupset, Bontrager components and 
Fox shocks, there’s not much tweaking 
needed. If you’re racing somewhere fast 
and smooth, you might want to change 
the minimal tyres, but that’s it. I fitted 
some slightly meatier tyres in deference 
to the chunky local terrain, swapped 
the grips to my favourite ESI ones and 
changed the saddle to a Shimano PRO 
Turnix. And that was how the bike stayed 
for the year.

 The Top Fuel works well as a trail bike, 
with a great balance between front and 
rear. It’s a bike that really performs well as 
a whole. I got very used to just jumping 
on the Top Fuel and heading out onto 
the hills, putting paid to any conceptions 
I had of ‘pure’ race bikes being fragile 
things. After a thousand miles, it was still 
going strong without complaint. Alas, it’s 
gone back and I shall miss it. 

Ibis Hakkalügi
I’ve been riding the Hakkalügi (in 
‘Phlegmish Yellow’ – geddit?) in this 1x10 
guise all year, with a sensible 34-tooth 
chainring and e*thirteen chain guide. 
So far it has survived a large handful of 
local ‘cross races, Hit The North and 

the Three Peaks. However, where it has 
really shone is on long days out, riding 
on and off road, making the ride up as I 
go along. That bridleway sign you always 
see halfway round a road loop can be 
explored and there’s a surprising amount 
of terrain (and distance) you can cover on 
a cyclocross bike. And if you have to push 
or carry? Then it only weighs a little over 
17lbs. 

 Ibis has certainly done a great job of 
producing a race-ready frame that doesn’t 
terrify riders more used to full suspension 
and monster tyres. It’s light, quiet and 
stable to ride and I’ve found that I’ve 
been riding it more than my actual road 
bike. Top work, Chuck Ibis!

PRODUCTS OF THE YEAR: 
Garmin 800
Until recently, the handlebar-mounted 
GPS was, in my view, the preserve of the 
eternal navigation geek. They involved 
so much back-end work to get routes 
on, or to find out where you’d been, 
that I tried to avoid them. The Garmin 
705 was pretty good, but the new 800 
has a colour screen, Ordnance Survey 
mapping, good battery life, and a whole 
lot of connectivity. It’s also (just) small 
enough to sit on the bars or stem without 
your cockpit feeling invaded and that 
portability has helped the 800 join me on 
most rides this year. 

 With its simple menu and good 
mapping, it has helped with training 
(with the additional heart rate strap) and 
with navigation (there’s a decent 1:50,000 
map of the UK, plus I added the Pennine 
Way 1:25,000 which happens to cover 
much of my local riding). I’ve had a few 
issues with it not wanting to connect 
to my Mac, but even that is slowly 
improving too. My only other gripe is 
that the screen scratches easily if you’re 
not careful. As a record of everywhere I’ve 
ridden, as a navigator and as a training 
aid, it’s been really indispensable and has 
changed my mind about GPS units. 

Carhartt flannel-lined jeans
I try not to sing the praises of products 
that are hard to get in the UK, but 
Carhartt’s flannel-lined jeans are worth 
pestering friends visiting from the 
States for. They are the ideal winter race 
spectating wear, featuring a tough jean-
like canvas outer and a soft flannel liner. 
It’s like going out wearing your pyjamas 
under your jeans. Other companies 
(Howies and Levis for a start) make 
similar trousers, but Carhartts are cheaper.

Cyclocross
Yep, I’m putting up a whole segment of 
the sport for an award. 

 It can be done on a mountain bike 
if you want and entry fees are usually 
around a tenner; in fact, the whole scene 
is much like mountain bike racing used 
to be 20 years ago, with many of the same 
faces turning up week after week, friendly 
heckling, and fun and varied courses. Best 
of all, you still have much of the day left 
when you’ve finished.

EVENT OF THE YEAR: 
I’ve done something like more than 

thirty 24-hour races in the last 15 years. 
I’ve raced teams and pairs, seriously 
and not-at-all seriously, but never solo. 
Racing this year’s solo champs was a 
great experience of the solo world. The 
racing was very good natured and the 
atmosphere super-supportive. The course 
was very fun and engaging (save for the 
last couple of miles of slithery grass) and 
it was great to be racing somewhere you 
knew that everyone else was also a soloist 
in either your race, or the 24-hour.  

TRAILS OF THE YEAR: 
The Yorkshire Dales
The Yorkshire Dales gets a nod from me 
this year. I’ve ridden there on road bikes, 
mountain bikes, ‘cross bikes and even on a 
mountain bike tandem. It’s always treated 
me well, with great trails, great views and 
fine cafés. Well worth exploring if you get 
the chance.
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